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Conference and Convention Sites
GATEway District Optimist International 2021-2022

GATEway First Quarter Conference — October 15-17, 2021

Embassy Suites at Chattanooga Hamilton Place I
2321 Lifestyle Way l
Chattanooga, TN 37421

RATE $125.00 + o EMBASSY
SUITES

2021-2022 GATEway District Kick-Off

GATEway Second Quarter Conference — February 11-13, 2022
Hotel Indigo Athens

500 College Avenue HOTEL
Athens, GA 30601
706?;1:6-0430 I N D I G 0

RATE: $115.00 + tax ATHENS

GATEway District Hall of Fame Recognition
2020-2021 Awards Banquet

GATEway Third Quarter One Day Conference — April or May 2022

Date to be Determined

Courtyard by Marriott
180 Barnes Avenue

Carrollton, GA 30117 COURTYARD
678-664-5200 S HARKIGT
RATE: To Be Determined

GATEway District Essay Contest Presentation
GATEway District Oratorical Contest
GATEway District Communications Contest for the Deaf & Hard of Hearing

GATEway District Convention — August 4-7, 2022

Unicoi State Park & Lodge
1788 Highway 356

Helen, GA 30545 UN ICO[

1-800-573-9659

RATE: $139.00 + $12.00 resort fee + tax STATE PARK & LODGE

Lieutenant Governor-Elect Training

Officer-Elect Training

District Governor Election

GATEway District Optimist of the Year Recognition




o Bl 8.

News Stories Needed !

404 805 6287

Albert_still

3519 Emperor

Tucker, GA

Do you have local club news? Do you have committee news? Do
you have other Optimist news? Send stories and photos to Dianna
Johnson at ddjohnson@juno.com or Gerald Johnson at geraldjohn-
son@juno.com Next issue deadline is November 10th.



Notes from the first lady:

Our relationships are so important as we move through life. Many of those relationship
memories come with an attachment to foods. Several optimists at the Lt. Gov. Retreat
asked for this recipe. It is one that is loved by many of my family and friends. It is one
of my favorites because of the memories it brings. Every time I visited my Grandmother
Roberts (my father’s mother) she always had these tea cakes for us to eat.

I hope this will bring back memories for some of you and that others will create their
own memories with this recipe.

Tea Cakes

1 cup butter softened

2 cups sugar

3 large eggs

1 teaspoon vanilla extract

3 ' cups all-purpose flour

1 teaspoon baking soda

14 teaspoon salt

2 tablespoons white decorating crystals

Beat butter at medium speed with electric mixer until creamy, gradually add large eggs, 1 at a time, beating until
blended after each addition. Add vanilla extract, beating until blended.

Combine flour, soda, and salt. Gradually add flour mixture to butter mixture, beating at low speed until blended after
each addition.

Divide dough in half; wrap each portion in plastic wrap and chill 1 hour.

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Roll half of dough to % inch thickness on a floured surface. Cut out cookies with a 2 2
inch round cutter and place 1 inch apart on sheets. Sprinkle with decorating sugar crystals (optional).

Bake 10 minutes or until edges begin to brown; let stand on baking sheet for 5 minutes. Remove to wire racks to cool.
Repeat process with remaining dough.

Makes approximately 3 dozen cookies.



Optimist New Year!

October is here so that means it is “Optimist New Year™.....

I am excited to start the 2021-2022 year as GATEway Governor, but I am also
excited about the achievements of the district under the leadership of Governor
Albert Still during the 2020-2021 year. Governor Still helped lead the effort to
build a new club in the Bellevue community near Nashville. Our district was
one of the first districts in Optimist International to hold an “in person” District
Conference after the covid shut down, and with the leadership of Governor Still
and International Convention Host Chair Gwen Gabel, our District was host to
a very successful International Convention in Atlanta!( Optimist International
was the only major civic club to have a live convention this year.)

I am also excited about the opportunities our Optimist Clubs have to serve our
communities this coming year. Continuing our scholarship projects, completing
dozens of local projects, growing our membership, growing the number of JOI
Clubs in GATEway District, building new clubs to serve more communities,
adding new projects, and growing new leaders are just a few ways we will have
an exciting year.

This year we will also be celebrating the 100™ anniversary of the Optimist
Creed. If we “Live The Creed” we will have a successful year. Let’s do it!

Governor Gerald Johnson




Bellevue Area Optimist Club Charted

On August 10" the Bellevue Area Optimist Club was charted.
The new club was sponsored by the Plainfield, Indiana Club and
The Optimist Club of Tucker, Georgia. Nashville resident and
Plainfield Club member, Michael Woodward started the new
club building effort and was joined by GATEway Governor Al-
bert Still of the Tucker Club and Past Governor Mary Still, as
well as Governor Elect Gerald Johnson. After several weeks of a
combination of Zoom and face to face meetings the club was
charted and has 18 charter members. The new club looks for-
ward to serving the Bellevue and West Nashville communtties.
Kristin Turner, on the right with the Club Bell, was elected
Charter President and Chris Green was elected the Charter Sec-
retary-Treasurer. Governor Albert Still, top photo on the right
welcomed the new members to the Optimist organization.



N




IN HONOR - IN MEMORY- VETER AN
BANNER EMBLEM

Contribution and Request Form

To receive your Club’s Honor / Memorial / Veterans Banner Emblem and embroidered name bar of the
individual, please fill out the form below and send it in with your $100 donation. For subsequent $100
gifts recognizing other individuals, embroidered banner emblems will be sent upon request.

For multiple Name Bars, please fill out additional forms or list additional names on a separate sheet of paper.

Donor Club
Name: Name:

Club Date Contribution Amount:
Number: Sent: (S100 for each name)

Please type or print clearly in the appropriate box below. This is how the Name Bar will be embroidered.

For Deceased Individuals
In Memory of:

For Living Individuals
In Honor of’

For Veterans
Name and Military Branch:

To arrange notification to individual or family, fill in the box below.
(Sent within two working days of contribution receipt at Foundation offices)

Name & Address
of person to be notified:

NOTE: Must be filled in for notification to be sent. Leave blank if no notification necessary.

Type or Print Name & Address for
mailing patches in the box at the right >>

NOTE: This will be used as a mailing label

Signature: Mail Form with Contribution to:

e — e — Optinmust International Foundation
aytime Telephone: PO. Box 952126

(with area code) :
— St. Louis, MO 63195
Club will receive year bar credit, annual recognition, and lifetime gift

credit for honor/memorial/veteran contributions. Allow 3 weeks for banner emblem processing.
Questions? Contact the Foundation 800-500-8130 / info@oifoundation.org / FAX 314-535-7436




CHILDHOOD CANCERIIS STILL AN OPTI-
MIST PRIORITY
MATCHING GRANTS are available

Hello, My GATEway Optimists Friends, my name is Michele Sansenbach and I am your GATEway District
Childhood Health and Wellness Program Chairperson

As you may or not know, in cooperation with Optimist International, Optimist Clubs have developed an all-
encompassing program called “Childhood Health and Wellness Program.”

What does this entail?

Optimist Clubs throughout the world have recognized a broad range of childhood health-related issues.

The Childhood Health & Wellness Program will build on the highly successful Childhood Cancer Cam-
paign to expand our impact. Clubs and Districts will now have the opportunity to initiate projects and ser-
vices to improve the quality of life for children in their communities across a broader spectrum of needs.

Childhood Health & Wellness will include four focus areas (not limited to the examples below):

e Healthy Lifestyles (Child Obesity, Healthy Eating, Physical Fitness, Happy Heart Advice, March of
Dimes)

e Chronic Diseases (Childhood Cancer, Juvenile Diabetes, HIV, Multiple Sclerosis, Muscular Dystrophy,
Sickle Cell Anemia)

e Mental Health (Depression, Bullying, Abuse)
Disabilities — Physical, Intellectual & Developmental (Autism, Special Olympics)

It is estimated that there will be 13.7 million cases of childhood cancer between
2021-2050. Unless there are major improvements in diagnosis and treatments, of
this. We can make a difference by investing in our Childhood Health and Well-
ness Program, Cancer is not the only adversary to our kids!

There is an Optimist International Foundation Matching Grant Program for CHILDHOOD HEALTH &
WELLNESS found on the OI web page:
https://www.oifoundation.org/downloads/Childhood_Health Wellness Grant Application_Fillable.pdf

OPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL

CHILDHOOD

HEALTH & WELLNESS



https://www.oifoundation.org/downloads/Childhood_Health_Wellness_Grant_Application_Fillable.pdf

AL

Gateway Photoeraphy Contest
. 5 )

Second Quarter Conference, Athens, Georgia Feb. 11—13, 2022
Photography Contest For Optimist Members
Go to Gateway Member Phelte Contest/Facebook.com and upload your entnes.

There are five categories:

Distnct Conference/Convention
Club Projects

Club Fundroisers

Club Social Brents

Other Optimist Brents

ok Wk —

Each enfry should indude four photos or more [more phofos are welcomed, but points will
not be awarded based on the number of photos, we are locking for a story to be told),
points owarded for composition, creativity, photo quality, onginal ideas, anything that
promotes the Optimist Creed.

When you upload your
you include your name,
category, and name of
enter multiple imes each

photes makesure
club name,
event. You may
quarter.



OPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL

/lF O U ND A T I O N|

Dime-A-Day

Opti.mist International and Optimist International Foundation coexist as two separate
organizations that support each other. Optimist International Foundation is the
fundraising arm of Optimist International, and works to develop funds to support the

endeavors of Optimist International and its mission.

When Members and Clubs make a contribution to support
Optimist International Foundation, they are, with that gift,
supporting Optimist International itself and themselves a= a Club as well.

With just one dime a day, you can become part of the movement of
“Helping Optimists Help Kids" and become part of a large group of Foundation
supporters who realize what a difference they make every day in the lives of children.

Would you consider making a gift of just a dime a day to assist the
charitable work of Optimist International?

The Dime-A-Day level is reached by a contribution of $36.50 to the Foundation within one
Optimist Year, and is recognized by the presentation of a pin.

Building a future where every kid courj’rs
Can you spare a dime a day?

O Sign me up! Plecse accept my $ donation. (Enclose check. payable fo Opfimist Internaficnal Foundation,
referencing “"Dime-A-Day” in the memo secfion.)

[ sign me up! Please accept my 3 donation. Charge my a mc  Owie  Obiscover O american Express

Account # Exp. /. Signature: Secunty Code

O Sign me up! Please deduct $3.05 per month from my checking occount.

Checking account number: [Flease includs a copy of a voided check]

Club Number Member Number

City

3

Please return to:  Opfimist International Foundatfion +  Dime-A-Day Campaign  « P.O. Box 952126 « 5t Louis, MO 63195

Have Questions about Optimist
International Foundation? Call

Kathy Forster at 256-371-0062.



2021 GATEway Convention—Augusta, GA







Local Club News .....

R J meyuos o owr

Sarah D. Moore is with Jabo Moore and 2 others.

August 24-Q

Congratulations to winners in the Optimist Golf Tournament 33rd
Annual at Trenton Golf Club, sponsored by Citizens Bank & Trust,
Inc., Chase Cole, Cody Blevins, Jake Bell and Jabo Moore. They
were 1st Place winners in the First Flight.

2nd Place winners in the First Flight were: Rock Rogers, David
Moon, Mickey Gatlin and Josh Gifford. Thanks for your
participation!

East Ridge Optimist Club
October4 at 11:33 AM - Q

East Ridge Optimist Club officers finishing LMS training for next
year. It was an evening of learning, fellowship and Pizza. We look
forward to an exciting 2021-2022 Optimist year.
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Senoia Optimist Club

September 26 at 3:14 PM - Q

The Optimist Club of Senoia hosted a Fishing Derby for Kids on
Saturday, September 18, 2021, at Marimac Lakes Park in Senoia.
The derby was for youth from 5 to 15 years old.

There were 84 youth in attendance with their parents and
grandparents. Members of the Senoia Optimist Club were also on
hand to register the participants, assist as judges, and to provide
first aid if necessary.

86 fish (and 1 turtle) were caught under the City's catch-and-
release program.

Optimist member and Fishing Derby Chair Keven Marais thanked
everyone for participating, and he also recognized the sponsors
for this special event: Dick's Sporting Goods, Legacy Solutions LLC,
and Jacob's Table. Special thanks are extended to the Coweta
County Foundation for awarding a grant to the local Optimist
Club. The Optimist Club also appreciates the City of Senoia for
making Marimac Lakes Park available for the derby.

Debra Bracknell Langley » Optimist Club Of Temple Ga.
All of the participants received a tackle kit and a fish identification October 5 at 9:06 AM - @

chart. Kids without equipment were given poles that they could c ) .
keep. Also, a large number of children won either a gift card from Optimist Club of Temple presented Neal Shelnutt a Community

Dick's Sporting Goods or a new rod and reel donated by Legacy Ser\_lice Award for his contribution to the USDA food distribution
Solutions LLC. during 2020-21!

Optimist Club of West Georgia
October 4 at 8:48 PM - Q

This evening Members of the Optimist Club of West Georgia and
friends and family packaged the components for 720 science
projects for the West Georgia Youth Science and Technology
Center to distribute to students in the West Georgia area. Thank
you WGYSTC for the opportunity to serve area students and thank
you Holly Pope, the official photographer of the Optimist Club of
West GA, for the photo!



Installations Of
2021—2022
Club Ofticers

GATEway district Governor, Gerald
Johnson installs the new club President
of the Optimist Club of Douglas Coun-
ty, Daisy Weddle.

Optimist Jim Thompson of the Athens,
Tennessee Club was surprised at the
club installation dinner with an 89th
Birthday Cake and a celebration of his
50th year as an Optimist member. Dis-
trict Governor Gerald Johnson pre-
sented Jim with a certificate in honor
of his 50 years of service.



Governor Gerald Johnson installed the new officers for the
Forsyth-Cumming Optimist Club in September.

The Athens, Tennessee Optimist Club celebrated the New
Optimist year with awards, a birthday party, and installa-
tion of the 2021-2022 Club Officers by Governor Gerald
Johnson.



GATEway News

Complimentary WiFi for guests and meetings

HOTEL One block from downtown with 150+ dining, shopping, & entertainment venues
. 24-hour fitness center
I N D I G O Flat screen TV's; spa inspired showers with Aveda products
Security on-site; dedicated parking lot with secure access to lobby & guest
floor elevators

Gallery @ Hotel Indigo-Athens featuring quarterly exhibits of artwork
IHG Rewards Club points awarded for every stay

500 C‘ollgge Ave, Athens GA 30601 Leadership in Energy & Environmental Design Award-Winning Hotel
www.indigoathens.com Exceptional Rate @ $115 per night
706.546.0430 Onsite parking @ $5.00 per night

Page 18
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GATEway Registration

Second Quarter Conference, February 11-13, 2022

Hotel Indigo - Athens
300 College Avenusa
Athens, GA 30601

Emajl Addeass
P
Ie this your first Disirict Mesting? [ Yes
Club Number Zone Number
DiElicl Olfice 20712022
Complete this section only if Spouse/Guest is registering:
SpousefSuest Name 15 this Spouse/Gwest Tirst Districl Meeting? El b=
Does your Spouse/Guesl (Dptimisl) prefer altending: [] General Session [ Spouse/Guest Activity
Club Marme Club Murmber Zone Number
Ciub Office 2021.2022 Disirict Office 20021.2022

Additional information about the Hotel:

Hatel Indigo s e eco-friendly boutique hotel with sophisticated updated accommodatons in the heart of histonc Athens, GA, located one

bdock frorm the vibrant downtown area where dining, shopping, and entertainment venues abound. A parking fee will be charged for
overnight guests. The parking rate is $5 per night.

Additional Information about Spouse/Guest Activities and Children’s Activities:

of willl b 5 abe off-gibe il pch aod tour planned pOuges)g g Detads will be announced
at & later date.

Eais 3 LS HUEre

Registration Fees:

+  Full Registration for Member will include: Al meslings, breaks, Salurday lunch, and Saturday nighll banguel with enleranmenl
+  Full Registration for Spouse/Goast will include: Salurday activities, Salurday unch, and Salrday rght banguel with enlertainment

Dhgtary Meeds

Optimist 5125.00 before 01/28/22, $135.00 after 01/28/22 or on-site 5
Spousa'Guest 512500 before 01/28/22, $135.00 after 01/28/22 or on-site 5
Ome Day 540,00 (includes meetings and breaks only) 5

Individual tickets may be purchased for the following:

Saturday Lunch at 530.00 5

Saturday Might Banguet at 550.00

Sunday Breakfast at 525.00 5
Total Enclosed: 5

Motice: When purchasing individual tickets, Optimist members must pay the 540 Daily Registration fes in addition to the meal ticket price
for each day registered,

Make checks payable be “GATEway District Optimist International” and send with registration form te: David Harter, TE18 Navarre Drive,
Knoxville, TH 37910, Pre-regisiration must be postmarked no later than Friday, January 28, 2022, Cancellation, if necessary, must be
made e lster than Friday, February 4, 2022, You may reach David by email at davidharterin@yahoo.com or by phone at 885.280-1511.

Make hotel accommodations by calling the Hobtel Indigo-Athens directly at 1-866-808-1483 and reference Gateway District Dptimist
international (block code: GD2). Or use the following link: GATEway District Conference February 11-13. From there select the room type
(Rate $115.00/Standard King or Standard Double Queen Beds). Hotel cut-off date is January 19, 2022. After that date, room rates may
increass and resarvations will depend on availability.

Page 19
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OFTAAET FITEHATORAL

ESSAY

CCHTEST

2021-2021 Optimist International Essay Contest
Topic:

"How Does an Optimistic Mindset Change My Tomorrow? "™

2021-2022 District Essay Chair: Dot Sayer

Email: dotsayer57 @gmail.com
Cell: 770-823-2923

"The Essay Contest is sponsored by Optimist International to give young people
the opportunity to write about their own opinions regarding the world in which
they live. The approach can encompass a young person’s personal experience, the
experience of their country or a more historical perspective. In additional to
developing skills for written expression, participants also have the opportunity to
win a college scholarship!™

This contest is open to students under the age of 19 as of October 1, 2021 (and
not enrolled as a degree seeking student of a post-secondary institution). There
is no minimum age. Essays must be typewritten and double-spaced and contain
not less than 700 and no more than B00 words. Works of fiction or poetry are
not eligible.

Contest rules and applications can be downloaded from optimist.org

DEADLINES:

Winning essay and application package must be received at the next level
no later than:

Club to Fone: must be received by Lt. Governor by Jan. 31, 2022
Zone to District: must be received by Dot Sayer by Mar. 15, 2022
District to OI: must be received at OI by April 15, 2022




GATEway Optimist
P. O. Box 1160
Carrollton, Georgia 30112

Gerald Johnson,

Governor
770-437-0000

geraldjohnson@juno.com

oPT!

The Optimist Creed

Promise Yourself
To be so strong that nothing can disturb your peace of mind.
To talk health, happiness and prosperity to every person you meet.
To make all your friends feel that there is something in them.

To look at the sunny side of everything and make your optimism
come true.

To think only of the best, to work only for the best, and to expect
only the best.

To be just as enthusiastic about the success of others as you are
about your own.

To forget the mistakes of the past and press on to the greater
achievements of the future.

To wear a cheerful countenance at all times and give every living
creature you meet a smile.

To give so much time to the improvement of yourself that you have
no time to criticize others.

To be too large for worry, too noble for anger, too strong for fear,
and too happy to permit the presence of trouble.

MIST INTERNATION

OA\“ ANNUAL CONVENTIQN




