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GATEway News 



Conference and Convention Sites 
GATEway District Optimist International 2021-2022 

 
 

GATEway First Quarter Conference – October 15-17, 2021 
 

Embassy Suites at Chattanooga Hamilton Place 
2321 Lifestyle Way 
Chattanooga, TN  37421 
423-602-5100     
RATE: $125.00 + tax 
 
 

2021-2022 GATEway District Kick-Off                                                                                      

 

GATEway Second Quarter Conference – February 11-13, 2022 
 

Hotel Indigo Athens 
500 College Avenue 
Athens, GA  30601 
706-546-0430      
RATE: $115.00 + tax 
 
 

GATEway District Hall of Fame Recognition 
2020-2021 Awards Banquet 

                                                            

GATEway Third Quarter One Day Conference – April or May 2022  
  

Date to be Determined 
                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Courtyard by Marriott  
180 Barnes Avenue 
Carrollton, GA  30117   
678-664-5200  
RATE:  To Be Determined   
 
 

GATEway District Essay Contest Presentation 
GATEway District Oratorical Contest 
GATEway District Communications Contest for the Deaf & Hard of Hearing                                                                

 

GATEway District Convention – August 4-7, 2022 
 

Unicoi State Park & Lodge 
1788 Highway 356       
Helen, GA  30545 
1-800-573-9659    
RATE:  $139.00 + $12.00 resort fee + tax 
 
 

Lieutenant Governor-Elect Training 
Officer-Elect Training 
District Governor Election 
GATEway District Optimist of the Year Recognition                                                                                                                                                 

 

 

 

  

 

 



                  News Stories Needed ! 
 
Do you have local club news? Do you have committee news?  Do 
you have other Optimist news? Send stories and photos to Dianna 
Johnson  at ddjohnson@juno.com  or Gerald Johnson at geraldjohn-
son@juno.com Next issue deadline is November 10th. 



Tea Cakes 
 

1 cup butter softened 
2 cups sugar 
3 large eggs 
1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
3 ½ cups all-purpose flour 
1 teaspoon baking soda 
½ teaspoon salt 
2 tablespoons white decorating crystals 
 
Beat butter at medium speed with electric mixer until creamy, gradually add large eggs, 1 at a time, beating until 
blended after each addition. Add vanilla extract, beating until blended. 
 
Combine flour, soda, and salt. Gradually add flour mixture to butter mixture, beating at low speed until blended after 
each addition. 
 
Divide dough in half; wrap each portion in plastic wrap and chill 1 hour. 
 
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Roll half of dough to ½ inch thickness on a floured surface. Cut out cookies with a 2 ½ 
inch round cutter and place 1 inch apart on sheets. Sprinkle with decorating sugar crystals (optional). 
 
Bake 10 minutes or until edges begin to brown; let stand on baking sheet for 5 minutes. Remove to wire racks to cool. 
Repeat process with remaining dough. 
 
Makes approximately 3 dozen cookies. 
 

 

Notes from the first lady: 
 
Our relationships are so important as we move through life. Many of those relationship 
memories come with an attachment to foods. Several optimists at the Lt. Gov. Retreat 
asked for this recipe. It is one that is loved by many of my family and friends. It is one 
of my favorites because of the memories it brings. Every time I visited my Grandmother 
Roberts (my father’s mother) she always had these tea cakes for us to eat.  
I hope this will bring back memories for some of you and that others will create their 
own memories with this recipe. 



 

Optimist New Year! 
 
October is here so that means it is “Optimist New Year”….. 
I am excited to start the 2021-2022 year as GATEway Governor, but I am also 
excited about the achievements of the district under the leadership of Governor 
Albert Still during the 2020-2021 year. Governor Still helped lead the effort to 
build a new club in the Bellevue community near Nashville. Our district was 
one of the first districts in Optimist International to hold an “in person” District 
Conference after the covid shut down, and with the leadership of Governor Still 
and International Convention Host Chair Gwen Gabel, our District was host to 
a very successful International Convention in Atlanta!( Optimist International 
was the only major civic club to have a live convention this year.) 
I am also excited about the opportunities our Optimist Clubs have to serve our 
communities this coming year. Continuing our scholarship projects, completing 
dozens of local projects, growing our membership, growing the number of JOI 
Clubs in GATEway District, building new clubs to serve more communities, 
adding new projects, and growing new leaders are just a few ways we will have 
an exciting year. 
This year we will also be celebrating the 100th anniversary of the Optimist 
Creed. If we “Live The Creed” we will have a successful year. Let’s do it! 

Governor Gerald Johnson 



     

 Bellevue Area Optimist Club Charted  

 
 
 

On August 10th the Bellevue Area Optimist Club was charted. 
The new club was sponsored by the Plainfield, Indiana Club and 
The Optimist Club of Tucker, Georgia. Nashville resident and 
Plainfield Club member, Michael Woodward started the new 
club building effort and was joined by GATEway Governor Al-
bert Still of the Tucker Club and Past Governor Mary Still, as 
well as Governor Elect Gerald Johnson. After several weeks of a 
combination of Zoom and face to face meetings the club was 
charted and has 18 charter members. The new club looks for-
ward to serving the Bellevue and West Nashville communities. 
Kristin Turner, on the right with the Club Bell, was elected 
Charter President and Chris Green was elected the Charter Sec-
retary-Treasurer. Governor Albert Still, top photo on the right 
welcomed the new members to the Optimist organization. 







CHILDHOOD CANCER IS STILL AN OPTI-
MIST PRIORITY 

MATCHING GRANTS are available! 

 
 

Hello, My GATEway Optimists Friends, my name is Michele Sansenbach and I am your GATEway District 
Childhood Health and Wellness Program Chairperson 
As you may or not know, in cooperation with Optimist International, Optimist Clubs have developed an all-
encompassing program called “Childhood Health and Wellness Program.” 
What does this entail? 
Optimist Clubs throughout the world have recognized a broad range of childhood health-related issues. 

The Childhood Health & Wellness Program will build on the highly successful Childhood Cancer Cam-
paign to expand our impact. Clubs and Districts will now have the opportunity to initiate projects and ser-
vices to improve the quality of life for children in their communities across a broader spectrum of needs. 

Childhood Health & Wellness will include four focus areas (not limited to the examples below): 

• Healthy Lifestyles (Child Obesity, Healthy Eating, Physical Fitness, Happy Heart Advice, March of 
Dimes) 

• Chronic Diseases (Childhood Cancer, Juvenile Diabetes, HIV, Multiple Sclerosis, Muscular Dystrophy, 
Sickle Cell Anemia) 

• Mental Health (Depression, Bullying, Abuse) 
Disabilities – Physical, Intellectual & Developmental (Autism, Special Olympics) 
 

It is estimated that there will be 13.7 million cases of childhood cancer between 
2021-2050. Unless there are major improvements in diagnosis and treatments, of 
this. We can make a difference by investing in our Childhood Health and Well-
ness Program, Cancer is not the only adversary to our kids!  
 

There is an Optimist International Foundation Matching Grant Program for CHILDHOOD HEALTH & 
WELLNESS found on the OI web page: 
https://www.oifoundation.org/downloads/Childhood_Health_Wellness_Grant_Application_Fillable.pdf 

https://www.oifoundation.org/downloads/Childhood_Health_Wellness_Grant_Application_Fillable.pdf




Have Questions about Optimist 
International Foundation?  Call 
Kathy Forster at 256-371-0062. 



2021 GATEway Convention—Augusta, GA 





 

 

Local Club News ….. 





Installations Of 
2021—2022 
Club Officers 

GATEway district Governor, Gerald 
Johnson installs the new club President 
of the Optimist Club of Douglas Coun-
ty, Daisy Weddle. 

Optimist Jim Thompson of the Athens, 
Tennessee Club was surprised at the 
club installation dinner with an 89th 
Birthday Cake and a celebration of his 
50th year as an Optimist member. Dis-
trict Governor Gerald Johnson pre-
sented Jim with a certificate in honor 
of his 50 years of service. 



Governor Gerald Johnson installed the new officers for the 
Forsyth-Cumming Optimist Club in September. 

The Athens, Tennessee Optimist Club celebrated the New 
Optimist year with awards, a birthday party, and installa-
tion of the 2021-2022 Club Officers by Governor Gerald 
Johnson. 
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GATEway Optimist 

P. O. Box 1160 

Carrollton, Georgia 30112 

Gerald Johnson, 

Governor 

770-437-0000 

geraldjohnson@juno.com 

The Optimist Creed 

 

Promise Yourself 

 

To be so strong that nothing can disturb your peace of mind. 

 

To talk health, happiness and prosperity to every person you meet. 

 

To make all your friends feel that there is something in them. 

 

To look at the sunny side of everything and make your optimism 

come true. 

 

To think only of the best, to work only for the best, and to expect 

only the best. 

 

To be just as enthusiastic about the success of others as you are 

about your own. 

 

To forget the mistakes of the past and press on to the greater 

achievements of the future. 

 

To wear a cheerful countenance at all times and give every living 

creature you meet a smile. 

 

To give so much time to the improvement of yourself that you have 

no time to criticize others. 

 

To be too large for worry, too noble for anger, too strong for fear, 

and too happy to permit the presence of trouble. 


